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18 May 2020 

Shri Narendra Modi 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 
South Block, Raisina Hill 
New Delhi-110011 
 
Subject:  Request of interventions against putting Indian and foreign national 

Buddhist monks at Bodhgaya, Bihar at risks of being infected with 
COVID-19 by turning the monasteries already inhabited by monks, 
their caretakers and devotees into quarantine centres by the 
Government of Bihar for returnees of the Vande Bharat Mission  

 
Honourable Prime Minister, 
 
I am writing to seek Your Honour’s interventions against putting Indian and foreign 
national Buddhist monks at Bodhgaya, Bihar at risks of being infected by COVID-
19 following notification of the Government of Bihar to turn the monasteries 
already inhabited by monks, their caretakers and devotees into quarantine centres 
for returnees of the Vande Bharat Mission from Bihar.   

The State Government of Bihar vide Circular No. 3751 dated 11.05.20 directed all 
Buddhist Temples/Monasteries and Buddhist Institutions of Bodhgaya, Gaya to turn 
them into quarantine centres for 21 days stay of the Indian nationals arriving from 
abroad. The Gaya International airport will receive at least six flights during the 
second phase of Vande Bharat Mission between May 18 and May 24 and the first 
flight, AI-0112, is likely to arrive today evening. 
 
In all the Buddhist monasteries, already Buddhist monks, both Indian nationals and 
foreign nationals, are currently residing along with the caretakers and devotees. 
These Buddhist monasteries often operate with single kitchen, extremely inadequate 
sanitation services/cleaning and no housekeeping services as required under the 
Guidelines for Quarantine Facilities of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.  
 
The list of Buddhist monasteries listed by the State Authorities (ANNEXURE-1) as 
quarantine centres shows that Korea Temple has only four rooms but it already has 
monks/caretakers and quarantining any persons “who are believed to have been 
exposed to infection” in this monastery amounts to putting the monks/caretakers 
who have not been infected as yet at serious risks of infections thereby violating the 
Guidelines for Quarantine Facilities and defeating the purpose of quarantine. 
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Acquiring the Buddhist monasteries would have made sense if they were empty. 
However, in all monasteries, resident Buddhist monks, caretakers and devotees 
reside. In exceptional cases, a few rooms in a temple may not be occupied but all 
other rooms are occupied by monks, caretakers and devotees. As everything is in a 
compound of the temple, there is no possibility for ensuring social distancing and 
other safety protocols. Further, these monasteries are not like hotels.  
 
As International Buddhist Council in its letter (ANNEXURE-2) which represents 
all the Buddhist temples & institutions at Bodhgaya to Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
on 16 May 2020 while opposing the notification stated, “since a complete lockdown 
was imposed w.e.f. 22nd March 2020 in Gaya- Bodhgaya with all establishments 
including Temples/Monasteries/ Institutions and even the Mahabodhi Temple 
closing its gates as precautionary measures. And since then strict precautionary 
measures are being taken by one and all. As a result there was not a single case in 
Bodhgaya. Allowing these people is a matter of great risk, and it would be 
meaningless of our having taken precautionary measures all these days.” 
  
The decision to turn these monasteries already being inhabited by monks, caretakers 
and devotees is simply illogical - if a COVID-19 patient can be quarantined in a 
Buddhist temple with four rooms where there are already monks and caretakers, 
there is no reason as to why the same person cannot be quarantined in his/her house. 
  
The Buddhist temples notified as quarantine centres include temples from various 
countries such as Japan, South Korea, Thailand, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Nepal, 
Taiwan, Bangladesh etc where foreign national monks and devotees also reside. If 
any of these foreign national monks are infected, their diplomatic missions shall 
have to be notified by the Ministry of External Affairs including the reasons for 
their infections which would be an embarrassment that India must avoid.   
 
The Rights and Risks Analysis Group (RRAG) therefore immediately calls upon 
Your Honour to immediately intervene with the State Government of Bihar to 
revoke the order notifying the Buddhist monasteries into quarantine centres for 
returnees of the Vande Bharat mission. 

Looking forward to Your Honour’s kind interventions. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Suhas Chakma 
Director 
 
Encl: As above. 



                                ANNEXURE 1: BUDDHIST MONASTERIES LISTED AS QUARANTINE CENTRES 
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ANNEXURE 2: LETTER OF INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST COUNCIL TO 
CHIEF MINISTER NITISH KUMAR ON 16 MAY 2020 
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